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gol 2 SAM MUBL Nfl. 
5 my houſe be not ha with God; 


Der he hath made with me an ever 
laſting covenant, ordered in all thin gs, 
and ſure: for this is all my ſalvation, 
and all my deſire, e he make 


It 207 40 n. 


AM ſatisfied it will be ad to engage 
your moſt ſerious and affectionate at- 
tention, when I tell you, that theſe were 
ſome of the laſt words of that reverend- 
and excellent perſon, who, by the divine ap- 
pointment, has for many years, with ſo much 
_ faithfulneſs. and love, warchd over you in the 
Lord; whoſe ſpiritual miniſtrations many of you 
have, fo often, attended with delight and im- 
provement ; but whoſe precious duſt we are 
now going to commit to the grave, and whoſe 


- inſtructive voice you ſhall hear no more for ever. 


They are the words which, but a few days 
before his death, he left me in charge, as con- 
. taining the ſubject; with. which I ſhould. im- 
prove the ſolemnities of his funeral among 
you; words well choſen. indeed, as they moſt 
ſuitably — both the trial, and the ſtedfaſt- 

B 1 


3 e at the Fora! 
neſs. of his own faith, under a long ſeries = 


moſt uncommon afflictions, the ſentiments of 
his mind on the borders of the eternal world, 
and the laſt, and beſt advice and conſolation 
he was capable of ** to you at as 
departure. - | 
Tur were it ſeems ſome of the laſt words _ 
David, or however ſome of the laſt which 2 
he ſpake under divine inſpiration, after he had 
given his dying charge to his ſon Solomon bd; after 
he had put up a moſt affectionate prayer for 
him and his poſterity, and the church of God c; 
and after he had ſung a ſong of praiſe to hea- ö 
ven, for the various goodneſs which had fol- 5 
lowed him, thro the whole courſe of his life 
and government; both which he was now 1 
about to „ So the patriarch Jacob finiſh- 8 
| ed his courſe d; ſo "Moſes, the great lawgiver _ 
of Tfrael, cloſed up his commiſſion e; and, in . 
. this manner, a greater than either of them, the | 
8 © Mediator of the new covenant, when he was 
= about to give his, life a ranſom for our _ 
| concluded his miniſtry here below. 
| Tux facred hiſtorian, agreeable to the nature 
| * 8 the occaſion, and in order to awaken a 
neral attention, introduces the words with the 
| 
| 


character of him that ſpake them; David the 
| | ſen of Feſſe ſaid, and the man who was raiſed 
1 up on bigh, the anointed of the God f Facob, and 
the: ſweet pſalmiſt of Hrael, ſaid*—, Thus the 
2 2 Sam, xxiii. 1 d Kings ii. Pal. Ixxii. 
4 Gen. Xlviii, xlix, Deut. xxxii, xxziii. fy.” 


. gf , Davies Ruus- 5 

low and obſcure extraction of this great man is 
recorded, and the ſpecial hand of God acknow- 
ledged, which exalted him to the regal dignity; 
the — by which he was, in ſo remarkable a 
manner, taken from the ſheepfold, and feated 


on the moſt eminent throne in the whole world. 


And to this elevation he has the additional ho- 
naur given to his character, on this occaſion, 

that he was the fiveet pſalmiſi of Ifael: import- 
ing, that he was the moſt eminent inſpired 
poet of his time; who had compoſed many a 


divine ſong for the public ſervice of the church, 


had ſet thoſe ſongs to the muſie of the ſan- 
ctuary, and with his melodious harp and voice 
had often led the ſacred harmony. Theſe 

were, it ſeems, the laft words of this extraordi- 


| nary perſon, when he was juſt about to quit 


theſe his delightful ſervices below, in order to 
bear a part in the muſic of the upper world. 
Tux follows an account of what he /i 
upon this important occaſion. — The ſpirit of the 
Lomp pale by me, or thro" me, as ſome of the 
ancient verſions render it, and his word was 11 
or ipun g my tongue. The God of Iſrael faid, the 
rock of 1{rael ſhake to me. Thus, as an evidence 
of the truth of his inſpiration, he avows that, 

in the article of death, which was, long after. 
wards, atteſted concerning him by the ſame 


ſpirit in the new teſtament b. Some inter- 
preters think David has a particular reference 


2 3 


£ SID) HY n yAGWns wi. LXXII. 
* Acts iv. 25. 2 Pet. i. 25. 


4 oh SsAM on at the! Ren 


here to each of the perſons in the Sacred Tri- 
nity, and that, as the Spirit of God ſpake by him, 
ſo by be God of Tjrael the Father is more eſpe- 
cially intended, and by the rock of Iſrael, the 
Son, who is elſewhere called the rock of ages h, 
the tried None, that is laid in Sion for a Foun- 
dation, and the rock of which the children of 
. Jjrael drank i in the wilderneſs k. However this 
be, as David often aſcribes the character of a 


rock! to God, to repreſent the ſecurity of his 


own confidence in his protection, during the 


whole courſe of his life ; ſo it was very. proper, 


at ſuch a time as this, when he would. expreſs 
the reaſonableneſs and the firmneſs of his faith in 
the. article of death, and recommend the ſame 


bleſſed foundation of hope and truſt to thoſe 


who ſhould ſurvive. 
Tx variation of the phraſe is remarkable,— 
The Spirit gf the Lord fpake by me, ſays he, 5 
. the Rock of Ißrael fbake to me. The {ame God 
who ſpake by him. to others, ſpake alſo to him- 
fel, and that, in a ſpecial manner, at this ex- 
traordinary ſeaſon. 5 
Ap what was it he God of Bel ald 75 
He that ruleth over men muſt be ut, ruling in 
the fear of God m. A ſhort but admirable re- 
preſentation of the two great principles on 
which both the intereſt and duty of the greateſt 
potentates upon earth, as well as the meaneſt 
of their ſubjects, are founded ; namely, the 


ſubſtance. 


IIa. xxxi. 9. | ch. xxviii. 16. 1 Pet. ii. 6. 
* 1 Cor. x. 4. ! Pal. xxviii. 1. & Ixii. 2. V. z. 


* 


_ of M. DRVID RRE. 8 
ſubſtance of the two tables of the moral law, 

| juſtice towards men, and piety towards God; 

The civil polity of the Jeus was evidently re- 
gulated on theſe principles. Thus their great 
weiver taught, and thus he govern'd. And 
it was a ſtrict adherence to theſe rules, that 
rais'd the authority of Samuel to ſuch a height, 
and that furniſh'd him with ſo univerſal, and 
ſo uncommon a teſtimony from the whole na- 
tion, at the time when he reſign'd the govern- 
- ment®: It was becauſe he ruled juſtly, and 
without oppreſſion. And himſelf declares 
both to the prince that was to ſucceed him, 
Y and to the people over whom he was to pre- 
ide, that the true path to all public, political, 
aand ſocial happineſs, as well as to that of a 
more private and perſonal kind, lay in the ex- 
erciſe of juſtice, truth, and the fear of the 
Lord o. And it was from theſe principles, and 

in this ſpirit that Nehemiab became an inſtru- 
ment of raiſing the honour and proſperity of his 
country, in ſo ſhort a time, when it had been ſo 

long ſunk into the deepeſt miſery, and that 

his on name was ſo juſtly embalmed by poſte- 

rity': It was by avoiding the oppreſſive mea- 
ſures of former governors, and carefully diſtri- 
buting juſtice and mercy among the people; 
and all this from the principles of true religion, 

or, as himſelf expreſſes it, becauſe of the fear 

of God p. 1 114811770 | 


bag Lorna e 
® 1 Sam. xii, 3, 4. 0 v. 24, 2. P Neh. v. 15. 
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6 ASERMON at the Funeral. 
So the man after God's own heart govern'd, 
and ſo he adviſes his ſucceſſors to do. And to 
enforce his dying counſel, he illuſtrates this ex- 
alted character of a good prince by a moſt ele- 


gant ſimilitude, and indeed gives it us finiſh'd 


with all the divine advantages of clemency and 
benevolence.— He ſhall be as the hight of the 
morning, when the fun riſeth, even à morning 
without clouds; as the tender graſs ipringio g out 
of the earth by clear ſhining after rain. He 
© ſhall bleſs the world at his entrance on his 
© government, like the chearing beams of an 
< unclouded ſun in the morning, and the hap- 
© py effects of it on his ſubjects ſhall be, like 
< the ſpringing of the tender grads, ander the 
te influence of its rays, after a gentle ſhower.” 
Tx vs did this wiſe and great king, after 
long experience, and under he inſpiration of 
God himſelf, recommend ſuch an exerciſe of 
authority as is founded on religious principles, 
and directed to the true ends of its inſtitution. 
Happy for thoſe few among the ons of the 
mighty who have received the inſtruction, and 
have learned to govern by ſuch maxims as theſe ! 
And thrice happy muſt thoſe nations be, who 
are bleſs'd with ſuch princes! However this dif- 
fition be but rarely found among the rulers 
of this world, yet we know it is a juſt character 


of the ſpiritual government of the Meſfiah, in 


whoſe kingdom that of David terminates; 


whom God hath anointed, and /ef upon his 


1215 hill of Sion; and concerning whom 
many 


4 Neh.. v. 4. 
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of Mr. Davip REEs. 7 
many of the ancient Fews underſtood this 


* context as a prophecy; and thus the Chaldee 


paraphraſe expreſsly explains it. This fun 

righteouſneſs has indeed ariſen, and viſited 
mankind with healing in. his wings ”, and 
the day-fpring from on high has given light ' 
to them that ſat in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of 
death, to guide their feet in the way of peace. 
And as David and other prophets expreſs 
it, the going forth of the Redeemer was pre- 


pared as the morning, and his coming as the 


rain, as the latter and former rain unto the 
earth t, when from the womb of the morning, 
he had the dew of his youth u, and the branch of 
 theLoRD became beautiful and glorious, and 
the fruit of the earth was excellent and comely x. 
Bur then follow the words of our text. Al. 
teach my houſe be not fo with God; yet he hath 
made with me an everlaſting (ouenant, ordered 
in all things, and ſure : for this is all my ſalva- 
tion, and all my defire, although be make it nor 5 
70 grow. W 


5 W have David's complaint, and, 
II. Trex matter of his ſupport and com- 


"LAW & have his complaint; that his Ja 
was not 6 with Ged, and he made it not 10 
ns —_ 

I. SOME 


OT iv. 2. le 1 78. t Hol. vi. 3. * pf. cx. 3. 
* I6i, IV. 2. 2 : 2 : 


— 
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3 SERMON at the Funeral 
r. So ME think by David's houſe he means 


his kingdom and government. And that after 
having repreſented the equitable and benevolent 
reign of a good prince in all its glory 
fulneſs, he humbly acknowledges the many de- 
feds and blemiſhes of his own. | | 


Fox tho in the execution of that hich 


office, to which David was ſo remarkably 
raiſed, he generally ſought the glory of God, 


and the good of the public; tho he faid 
upon a very ſolemn occaſion, I vill walk in 


houſe with. a perfect heart; and tho' he could, 


for the moſt part faithfully appeal to the great 


Searcher of hearts as to the uprightneſs of his 


intentions in this reſpect ; yet he was well ac-: 


quainted with the frailty of his nature, and the 


many ſnares and temptations that attend upon. 
human greatneſs and power; and he could not 
therefore but own; at ſuch a time of reflection 
as this, that in his public adminiſtration he had 
been too often betray'd into meaſures which 
were not to be juſtified. Tho' he had, for 
the moſt part, maintain'd a good degree of 
dependance on God in the day of danger, and 
aſcribed to him the glory of his ſucceſſes; yet 
he had ſometimes ſunk into unlawful fear in 


the ſeaſon of diſtreſs, and in his proſperous cir- 
cumſtances he had too often known what it 


was to be elated with pride, and ſwelld with 


ambition; and in that vanity of heart it was 


chat he numbred the people. Notwithſtand- 
ing he had learned that kings themſelves ſhou'd 
moderate their expectations from the things 
of 


and uſe- 


9 
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of bene and reſtrain their appetites within the 
limits which are ſet to them by the laws of 
reaſon and religion; yet he had ſometimes 
broken theſe bounds, and that with circum- 
ſtances of a very flagrant and ſeandalous nature; 


' of which: we have. a dreadful inſtance | in the. 


caſe, of Uriah. Thus his houſe was not ſo with. 


8 ad, as it ought. to have been, in this reſpect; 


nor was his government ſo conſtantly regulated 
by God's word, and ſo applied to the ends of. 
bis glory, as it ſhould.. He had faid that his, 
eyes ſhou d be upon the: faithful of the land, and 


they ſhou'd ſerve him; bat that be worker of, 


deceit ſhou'd not dwell in his houſe, nor the liar 
tarry in his fight ;,. that he wou'd early 4 


troy. the wicked out of the land; and cut off a 


wicked. dbers from the city of the Lord. And: 
tho' in a good meaſure he attended to theſe 


reſolutions; yet alas! too many of his ſubor- 
ginate officers and deputies of power flatter d 
him into, the continuance of their irregularities, 
and. the violation of his engagements to God 
and his people: truth and righteouſneſs. did 


not prevail in the nation, as much as 
might have been expected, nor was juſtice ad- 
miniſtred as duly as it ought to have been. 
And as Davids reign, tho good, was not free 
from blemiſhes, ſo his ſucceſſes and honours 
were attended with many ſhades and diſep- 


pointments, and not without ſome evident 
in * the ine diſpleaſure. But, 


Io wi 8 2. OTHERS 
I pid al , 


10 A Sk xMon' at the Funeral 
2. OTmxRs think that David, by his 
houſe, means his family, 

\ H had already met with ſevere affliction N 
from ſome of his children, and had been a- 
bundantly convine d, by ad experience, that 
grace does not deſcend by blood, nor the will of 
man. One of his ſons had defiled his houſe 
with an inceſtuous violence on his ſiſter; and 
another had engaged in a deſperate rebellion 
againſt himſelf, attended with the moſt outragi- 
ous contempt both of the laws of God and nature: 
The divine judgments had been executed on 
the infant fruit of his criminal pleaſures ; Ab- 
ſalom bad ſheathed his avenging ſword in the 
bowels of his brother Amnon; and the darling 
rebel had fallen, tho' righteouſly, yet ſcanda- 
louſly, and, to his father's extream diſtreſs, in 
the midſt of his wickedneſs. ''Nor had he per- 
haps any great proſpect from thoſe of his children 
that ſurvived, except it were from Solomon: and 
the riches, honour, and power, with' which he 
was going to be inveſted, David knew woud 
expoſe him to much danger. Neither had he any 
Aſſutance how ſucceeding” princes of his line 
wou'd behave. He had too much reaſon to fear 
that many of them would, as they really 
did, depart from the God whom he er! 
and the good rules of government which be 
followed; and in that caſe, he knew that both 
prince and people, inſtead of fringing up like 
the tender graſs under the refreſhing in | 
tes of the /un and rain, would rather wi- 
ther, and be cut off before the due time. But, 

3 Oruzxe 


F Mr. David RRES. 11 
3. OTH £Rs again think, that David has 
= principal reference here to the conditioh,. 
1 and frame of his own ſoul. 

- -— Hrs faith was not perhaps in fach's lively 
Pons Bey" as he deſired. His hope had been 
often ſtagger'd, and his joys were many times 
clouded and depreſs d; and he had not perhaps; | 
at this time, thoſe comfortable manifeſtations 
of the love af God which he long'd for, and 
' had, on ſome former occaſions, enjoy d. His 
heart was mot þ with God as he could have 
 wiſh'd, and his joys did not grow and rt 
as his ſoul deſired. 

Bur ſee no reaſon ** all theſe interprer 
tations ſhould not be united together, And then 
the ſenſe will run thus, and be as if David had 
ſaid, Notwithſtanding all the iniquities and 
follies of my life and government, the fins 
of my family, and the marks of God's dif- 
F s pleaſure upon it; and tho' my graces and my 
« joys, as a believer, are at a low ebb; tho 
old age is come upon me, and ſatan threatens | 
* me fore; tho' I am going down to the 
« chambers of death, and am about to change 
„my throne for a grave; and what may be 
the fins and ſufferings of my poſterity 1 
© know not; yet will I truſt in the name 
.< of the Lord, for he hath made with me an 
« everlaſting covenant, ordered in all "OO and 
= ' Jore: Which leads me, | 


II. To conſider, the matter of David's fp 
-_”-_ and comfort rader theſe diſtrefling cir- 
C2 cum- 


— — 
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12 A Ss R MO N At "the Funeral 
cumſtances ; ad that i 18 derived from the os 


lafting covenant. 5 
By the e here, I think it is . evi- 


dent, when this text is compared with other paſ- 


ſages of Scripture, that the royal prophet refers to 
that great tranſaction, before all time, between 
God the Father and his Son, the Lord Tefus 


Chrift, his Lord, and the head and repreſentative | 


of t e Church; a covenant that was often pro- 
mulgated undder the old teſtament, and was in 
a ſpecial manner exhibited to Abrabaim, and 
to David, of whoſe ſtock our Saviour was to 
come. And thus the apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking to 
the Fews of the promiſes made to David, ſhews 
they were fulfilled in raiſing unto Iſrael this Sa- 


viour, Tes; that thre him they might obtain 
forgiveneſs eſs of fins, and that by him all that be 


Jieve ſhould be jufifed from all things, from 


which they could not be juſtified by the law of 


Mf. And theſe, he ſays, are the ſure 
mercies of David®. This therefore was a Cove- 
nant in which the concerns of David's.own 

ſonal ſalvation, as well as of that of all the cet, 


were ſettled and ſecured ; and likewiſe the 
continuation' of the regal power in his family to 


the coming of the Mejab, who ſhould alſo ſpting 
from his loins: the Lord having promiſed that 
he would make him a houſe, and that after his 


days were fulfitled, and he had fept with bis f4- 


thers; he would /et up his ſeed after him, which 


ſhould proceed out of his bowels, and he would | 


tab! 155 his 9 for” ever b: OT muſt 


needs 


0 Af xili. 23. —55. b 2 om. vil. = cxxxii. 11, 12. 
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/ Mr: DAvID Res. + 13 
refer to the ſpiritual kingdom over the 


true Haelites, which is now diſpenſed in a way 


of grace, and will finally iſſue in a kingdom of 


glory. . 
Tris covenant is everlaſting, as it was not 


only ſtipulated f from everlaſting, but is to con- 


tinue for ever. I need not mention the fre- 

ent failure of covenants between men, and 
car too often at the expence of all probity, 
and in the breach of the moſt ſolemn ſanctions: 
ſome of an higher nature have been temporary, 
and are at an end; that with our firſt parents 
was violated on their part, and we feel the fad 


effects of it; but this is everlaſting, and can ne- 
1 be broken or diſſolved. 


Er RA celebrates this great affair, 


the moſt ſolemn and elegant manner, in the 


132d pfalm; in which he repreſents David's 


pert on intereſt in it, and conſiders him alſo 
th 


as a progenitor, and an eminent type of 


Chriſt. I have made a covenant with my choſen, 


T have fworn unto David my ſervant. Thy feed 


will I gfabliſb for ever, and build up thy throne 
to all generations.—[ have found David my ſer- 


vant: with my holy oil have I anointed bim. 
my faithfulneſs and my mercy thall be with him : 
and in my name ſhall his born be exalted. —T will 
make him my firft-born, higher than the kings of 
the earth. My mercy will ] keep for im for 
evermore, and my covenant ſhall fland faſt with 
him: bis feed alſo will T make to endure for ever, 
and his throne as the days of heaven. If his chiL 
dren forſake my * one walk aut in 1 my fjudg- 
a ments; 
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; if they break my flatutes, and keep not 
225 ee e then wall I vi fit their tranſ- 

Non with the rod, and their in 710 with 

ripes. Nevertheleſs, my loving-kinaneſs will I 
not utterly take from bim, nor ſuffer my faith- 
Fulneſs to fail. My covenant will I not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips: 
Once have I fiworn by my holineſs, that I will not 
lie unto David; his ſeed ſhall endure for ever, 
and his throne as the ſun before me. It ſhall be 
eftabliſhed for ever as the moon, and as a ih 
witneſs in heaven. Selab e. 

Bur again, as this covenant is everlafling, ſo 6 
it is, ordered in all things, or ordered in all; for 
the word things is a ſupplement. . It is ordered 
as to ail the parties concerned, in every branch of 
the grand deſign, and in all the circumſtances 
relating to it. It was originally diſpoſed and 
ſettled by God's eternal purpoſes, and adjuſted 
-by his wiſe and gracious counſels; and every 

t of it being conducted by his powerful 
2 the whole, will, in the fulneſs of time, 
be exactly completed. However, in whole or 
in part, it may now ſeem irregular, and even 
contrary to the ſchemes of human wiſdom, and 
the methods which would be thought proper by 
a finite underſtanding; ; yet gu all will appear in the 
end to be right, and all things will work toge- 
ther to bring about its glorious accompliſhment. 
A then it is alſo. ure. How great and aſto- 
niſhing ſoever the events are, which are promiſed, 
Whatever W they meet with, ang we 
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, M. Davin REA Bg 
dy often ſeem" Attended with appearances ot 


uncertainty to the true believer himſelf; yet all 


theſe difficultics' ſhall not mate the faith of God 
avrthout- effect d. For tho we believe not, be 1 15 | 


Faithful that has promiſed e, and he cannot. 


himfelf** : as he has arder'd the'covenant well i in 


ell things, ſo he has made! it perfeetly, and cher | 


nally ure. | 
2 1850 Wetelkre was the ſuppert of David's 


faith and hope, in the midſt of very trying diſ- 
peilutiys and it is as if he had aid, The 
government which. Providence has put into 
2 25 hands, may be weak, and weaken' d ftill 
% more, and for à time may be under ve 


2 evident detays; but yet it ſhall never be de- 


4e ſtroy d: Tord may Bit be 
for a ſeaſon, and feem to mate void the 0% 
ie. Dεnnunt of his ferwant, he may prupbane bis 
© crown, make bis glory to cat, and caſt his 
«© throne deen fo 8 around | he may fer up che | 
«Ih ights hatid "of "his advent, and mate his 
er enemies, for a time, toreorice ; hut he willnever 
« Forget his former lwing- kingneſſes, which he 

<. fare uno David in bis truth k; and the 


© promiſed deſctht fall certainly be preſerved 


*" In other things my hopes may fail; but 
e the Meffah” ffiall one whoſe kin; gdbm 
& ſhall know + "no end. Ot this T have a con- 
&* fidlence, built on an unfailing covenant, that 


0 70d Half ome N hem of Ie, and a 


Ne tr oe branch 
oa © Rom, il 3 e Heb. x. 3. 2 Tin. u. 13. 
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e forth, even for ever i. 
« - believers. in future generations may fail, be- 
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branch ſhall grow out of his roots Ss. Tho 
my own reign be but as a dead ſtock, and 
tho that ſhould be the caſe of many of my 
deſcendants ; yet God has eſtabliſhed. it by 
an ee covenant, that he 40100 raiſẽ 


this righteous Branch unto David, and he 
ſhall reign and proſper, and fhall execute judę- 


ment and juſtice in the earth Þ : of the increaſe 
<< of. his! government and peace there ſhall be 10 


te end, to order his 1hrone, and to eftabliſh it 


with judgment and with juſtice, from bence- 


cauſe of the ſeeming delay; yet, in be  fulneſs 
| of time, the promiſed Saviour will moſt cer- 
yay come. Nay, tho the hou/e of this 
© Saviour itſelf, for a time, be not ſ with God; 
'tho' its firſt appearance be but as a. ſmall 
grain of muſtard-ſeed, tho all the powers of 
the world combine againſt it, and tho at 
one time it be rent with ſeditions and cor- 


rupted with hereſies, and at another it be 
tortured and ſcattered by perſecutions; tho 
* Satan with all the powers of darkneſs inceſ- 


ſantly labour its deſtruction, and the hearts 
of the faithful ſubjects of this kingdom fink 


often into deſpondency, on account of theſe 


things; yet no weapon formed againſt it ſhall 


Proſper in the end, nor ſhall the Nr of hell 


© prevail, As to myſelf, I ſee the ſhadows 
of the evening are — and I am 


going 


. 


Tho the hearts of 


1 


<8 


% Mr. DavID REE. 17 
Y ce the way of all fleſh ;. I am drawing 
1 128 to the valley of death; I may, I muſt 
4 paſs/ through. it; but Jam ſafe, as to what is 
=" 6e beyond the grave, and my eternal ſalvation 
? tis ſecured; for God has made with me an ever- 
A c laſting dea red in all FOINgs, and 
e 
HERE this great and good man reſts, and, 
5 Vith his laſt breath, declares that this was all 
his /alvation. , Herein were all the promiſes 
Lincades and all the at he expected for 
bis country, and his poſterity, for the church 
of God, and for his own ſoul: this made the 
' mercies of David ene * andchere Was burt : 
F 1 TY 
[To which be adds, _ this: is hed my 45 
re. The pronoun my is a ſupplement by the 
r and ſo the expreſſion may be un- 
derſtood more extenſively, as if he had ſaid. 
F “This is every thing that is, or can be tru- 
= © ly and eternally deſirable; this Saviour and 
= © © this ſalvation is 2h defire of all nations l, and 
ire ſpecial manner my deſfre Dauid now 
> faw nothing i in this changeable world worth de- 
ftring. In this ſalvation, as he elſewhere ex- 
preſſes i it, God bad given mn the defire of bis 
bi 1 and did not uuth- hold the requeſt of his lips, 
and in this he greatly reſoyced m. In the exer- 
ceiſe of faith on this proviſion he could chearful- 
ly part with all temporal grandeur, and even life 
itſelf.” And thus taking a believing view of the | 
dings of the ne covenant, and of his; 
own 


; #34 
! 
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own and the churches intereſt in them, he 
ſeems to have obtained the frame that good 
old Simeon was bleſs d with long afterwards; 
when having this promis d, and glorious de- 
ſcendant of David in his arms, he faid, Lord 
ow lettert thou thy 3 depart in peace, ac. 
cording to thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy 
ſalvation ; which thou haſt prepared before the 
face of all people : a ligbi to lighten the rags, y 
and the glory of thy people _ „„ 1 
H Ave thus attempted to explain che Ty 
words of the text, I ſhall endeavour to im- | 
prove them a little further to your advantage, 
dy conſidering two or three obſervations, which 
naturally ariſe from them; and the rather, be- 
cauſe they are thoſe, which your deceaſed paſtor, g 
with his dying lips, directed me to recommend. - 
to you, on this occaſion, as the reſult of = 9 
own long and remarkable * And, 


1 TA A feſt is, that to our 8 
Benfiohs and weak faith, the ways of God, _ 
both in providence and ora > frequently. ap- * 
pear very unaccountable. - 

We know it was often chus with David; 
and it ſeems to have been ſo at this time; when, 
after he had received ſo many and ſuch great 

miſes, now-in his dying moments, he found 
his houſe not 6 www vs; and that be made it 
| a0 fo grow. 

"THAT there is a . providence which 
verns all things, and by which the Author of 


n Luke i, 2932. bh 


1 1 Mr. David, 2 19 


* our beings has determined the times before ap- 
1 wointed, and the bounds of our habitations 1 12 a 
4 uch that requires very little labour to confirm: 
it ariſes from the firſt principles of reaſon, is 
the conſtant obſervation of every man who 
© conſiders with any proper attention, what paſſes 
round about him; and the evidence of divine 
revelation, with regard to the diſpoſition and 
government of the kingdom of. grace, is ſo 
_ ſtrong in itſelf, and has been ſo abundantly con- 
— firm'd by the experience of good men in all 
ages of the church, that it can admit of no 
_ "reaſonable contradiction, 5 
Buy r the, way of God in conducting both, 
is indeed à great deep p. He doth great things 
= finding out, and wonders without number. 
He goeth by us, and we fee him not, be paſſetl on 
3 © al, and we perceive him not 1. WhO by 
| ſearching can find out God? who can find our 
the Almighty to perfection ? | 
= IT puzzled the moſt fagaciqus enquirers 
among the ſons. of men long ago, when the 
.» obſerved, that tho the righteous, and the wi 5 
and their works are in the hand of God: yet mo 
man knoweth either laue or hatred, by all that is 
before him. All things come ali ke to all, there 
is one event to the righteous and to tbe wicked; 
to the good and to the clean and to the unclean.; 
90 him that facrificeth, and to bim that ſacrificeth 
'S nat: as 1s by good hf is the lane and he that © 
F D 8 Fukan⸗ 


6 Ads vil. * 26. » Pal. xxxVi. 6. on to, 11. 
* * xi. 7. 
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feareth, as be that feareth an bath . Such are bk 

the myſteries of providence, and the ngen 

; ways of the Ruler of all things. | x 
Bur to be a litile more particular. Who . 

| that reflects on the infinite purity of God, on 
| ais wiſdom, and his power, and confiders the | 
| ſpecial marks of his. favour and honour be- 
| ſtowed on our nature at firſt, ſhall be able fully 

| | to account for that ſinful and common ruin in- 
| 
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0 I to which it was ſoon ſunk ; which every one 
Wl | mmuſt own, the great and good God could have 
I, prevented? And then, after all the care of pro- 
vidence to reſtore a loſt world, and all the pro- 
miſes of grace given of old, how unaccountable 
Wil did the almoſt univerſal devaſtation of the flood 
N appear? Or how very few of God's people could 
1 be reconciled, for four hundred years, to the 
diſpoſitibns of his providence, in the ſevere bon- 
dage-to which the children of the promiſe were 
reduced, for that length of time ? 4 
THA T there ſhould be men found in the 3 
world who have trampled under foot the 
Jaws of reaſon and religion, abandoned them- * 
ſelves to every intemperate and lewd inclina- 
tion, and committed the vileſt outrages on the * 
rights and liberties of mankind, men who have 
ſet their mouths againſt heaven, and trium phed in 
their atheiſm and blaſphemy ; and yet, that N 
as theſe ſhould often go on, not only with im 
nity, but with much outward ſucceſs, and that 
ſome of them ſhould ſubdue nations, and facrifice 
8 to their luſts; that their eyes ſhould 
ſtick 
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Pick out with fatneſs, and their ftrength ſhould 
de firm; that they ſhould poſſeſs more than 
Heart can wiſh; and that at laſt they ſhould 


; 


10 go down to their graves in peace, have no 
IN bands in their death, leave their acquiſitions 
de to their poſterity, and that their names 
e- ſhould be embalmed by ſucceeding genera- 
ly tions t. That theſe things ſhould be, and that 
N- heaven ſhould look on with filence : while, at 


Rf the ſame time, thoſe of whom the world is not 
ve ; worthy, ſhould be expos'd to poverty, pain and 
0- |} perſecution, ſhould be deſtitute, afflicted, tor- 
DD © mented; that they ſhould be grievouſly har- 
le mid by fatan ; and that in the midſt of their 
ad = diſtreſſes, as to the ſupports they expect from 
Id :; religion, they ſhould 2 walk in darkneſs and 
Ne fee no hight, and at laſt breathe out their ſouls 
in forrowand a doubting frame; and that their 
names ſhould be forgotten, or given up to 
the obloquy and ſcorn. of future ages. Theſe 
are matters very hard to reconcile, and won- 
ders which the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all things 
can only fully account for. 
3 Tur moſt remarkable and aſtoniſhing af- 
flictions of Fob, to whoſe uprightneſs God him- 
ſelf gave ſuch teſtimony, were not underſtood 
by the beſt. men of his time, and brought his | 
own faith to a very low ebb, Who could have 
thought that Joſeph was the ſpecial favourite 
of heaven, when he was groaning in the pit, 
into which his brethren caſt him; or when the, 
iron entred into his foul in the Egyptian priſon? 
| „ And 
Pal. Ixxiii. * Heb, zi. 37, 38. 
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22 A SERMON at'the' Funeral 
And what a ſtrange providence was it, that Mer 
ſhould be obliged to hide himſelf in exile 
for forty years, from the ungrateful reſentments. 
of the people he was appointed to deliver? 
or that the man after God's own heart ſhould, 
in the greateſt employments for his glory, and 
the good of the church, undergo ſuch a ſeries 
of afflictions, through almoſt the whole 
courſe of his life, as his hiſtory, and the many 
mournful Ry he has left behind him * 


dantly teſtify ? ? 
Bu T when we conſider the efoniting: me- 


1 thod of our redemption, that the Son of God 
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himſelf, the br:ghtneſs of bis Father's glory, and the 
expreſs image of his perſon" , and in whom dwelleth 
all the Fulneſs of the Godbead bodily x, that he 

| ſhould become incarnate, be ſubject to the moſt 
uncommon ſrrotus, and be acquainted with 
| ſuch gr:ef, as no man beſides himſelf ever felt; 
that he ſhould: be made fin, who knew no fin y, 
be crucified by men, and mocked by devils; 
that the Lord of Life ſhould become a victim 

to death, and the beloved of the Father bo 

treated as his enemy; theſe are wonders, that 

angels may well defire to hob into, but God 
| himſelf only can account for. To Which! may 
add the methods uſed by the Spirit, to ſpread 
and eſtabliſn the goſpel in the world: not by 
might nor by power, by the wiſdom of the wiſe, 
nor the ed of the awe but by the 
| eoaliſo 
* Heb. i „ Col. ü. 9. Y 2 Cor. v. 21. 1 Pet. 

L 13. | 
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U reaching ; by the preathins of the 
E 2 : this often too from the — of the 
moſt unpromiſing inſtruments. And thus ſtrange 
and unaccountable alſo are many of the me- 
thods of providence by which God brings ſin- 
ners into-an acquaintance with himſelf, and b 
- which they are afterwards conducted, like 7/aet 
of old, tothe cy of babitations, chrough a wil 
” gerneſs that has no way. 
Bu x again, that ſome of the moſt eminent 
ſervants of Chriſt ſhould be cut off in the midft 
of their uſefulneſs; and that the capacities of 
| 3 others for the moſt important: ſervices ſhould 
be taken from them, and their ſtrength ſhould 
be weakend in the midſt of the way, and at a 
ſeaſon when their abilities are come to their 
full maturity, and: their hearts are warmed 
with the livelieſt zeal, and reſolution for pub- 
lic ſervice: in a word, that when the *work 
of good men ſeems to be over, and their lives 
are become a burthen to them, when they are 
groaning night and day for the reſt that re- 
mains for the peopis of” God, and defiring to de- 
part and be with Chniſt; that the anſwer of their 
requeſt: ſhould be delay d, and that they ſhould 
be continued many years in theſe mournful eir- 
cumſtances: theſe are things too difficult for 
us to unravel, and abundantly teſtify that the 
Way of the Lord as the Pſalmiſt expreſſes it, 
i in the fea, his path in the great waters, and 
hes. foot/teps are not known b. "Bo this leads me 
to obſerve, | 


2B I.. Tas 
1 Cor, i, 1825, b Plalm Ixxvii. 19. 
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IE Tx AT: tho the divine proceedings 


| providence and grace, are often very juingecoun-. g 
table, in our eee yet egy Uo. all 


right in themſelves. 


Is the midſt of the great darkneſs thatattends | 
theſe things, reaſon in its clearſt exereiley and 
true religion will always teach us to confhade, 
that the Being whoſe perfections are infinite, 
the great Creator and Diſpoſer of the univerſe, 


the Fudge of all the earth, muſt needs da rigbt <, 
Notwithſtanding all the ſeeming appearances 
to the contrafy, we muſt be reduced to the 


folly and blaſphemy of denying all Gop's per- 
fections, if wWe deny this. For if his govern- 
ment is not ſtrictly juſt and equitable, can it 
poſſibly be conſiſtent with true wiſdom Will 


not, in this caſe, the divine power be rend 


doubtful or how ſball we vindicate the . | 


neſs of God's nature, and the ſacred truth 


promiſes ? or conclude, with reaſon, that he is I 
_ infinitely good? Thus if the righteouſneſ f 


God's procedure be impeached in any thing, 


however dark his ways may appear to us; we 


ſhall be obliged to call in queſtion all his other 


attributes, and then we ſhall be in a fair wy. | 


to doubt even of his-exiſtence. - 
B u T the myſteries of providence and grace, 


when they are duly conſidered, are ſo far from ; 


furniſhing out a juſt objection to either, that 


ſuch a method of proceeding carries in it a 
dignity worthy of the great Governor of the 


world, and nn. of the moſt conſummate 


wiſdom | 


7 


Nr 2 — 5 3 6 £ 
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% widdorn, power, and goodneſs. Secrecy is w. 
we find, in ſome ſort, neceflary, in order toc 

on the bafineh of magiſtracy here below: Ng 
X ſurely then, reaſon rightly i informed will oblige us 
L - toacknowledge, that it is the moſt wiſe, and ſuit- 
able method to bring about the great purpoſes of 


to overcome the continual oppoſition that is 
made to both. Things of ſo extenſive a nature, 


and yet all purſued with a ſubſerviency to one 
grand deſign, muſt needs be intricate to us, who 
are uncapable, however in this imperfect ſtate, 
1 of ſurvey ing the whole ſcheme, or underſtand- 
0 the dependance of one circumſtance on an- 
* other, and the admirable connection and beauty 
= 3 the whole. No this diſcovery is reſerved, 
as part of the pleaſure, as well as honour of the 


even to the rules of wiſdom and righteouſneſs, 
will, to our everlaſting aſtoniſhment, appear to 
carry in-it the brighteſt evidences of both ; and 
God will be N glorified, for cauſing ligbt 


deſigns of truth, and wiſdom, and goodneſs too; 
= out of inethods which have ſeemed. weak, als. 
ſurd, and unkind, in the eyes of carnal prudence, 


the ſtrongeſt believer. 
Bu r, to leave the pride of infidels without 


4 ule and to ſupport the weakeſt heart among 


Al the children of God, we are not without man 


diſcoveries, both in providence and grace, 


2 God's glory, and the welfare of his church, and 


and wherein there are ſuch a variety of views, 


ſtate above: and then this ſeeming contrariety, | 


Ws © ſpring out of darkneſs, and bringing about the 


and wich have ſometimes ſhock'd the faith of 4 


E | which, v2 


Wl 


— 


— "== 


— IS —— — 2 
— _ . 


— — 


. 
DD EEE 


— 
— 
— 


2 
<> 


rr 
a , _ — gn" 


— — — 2 Ay 
— 2 


Ro — 
ILSS, 


. * 
2 
— 


—— 
— 


3 2 9 ——— — 
* 


"4 
m_ * 
— 


— -— = 
CE —B 
— 
— + rc 
- — 


o 
ws! 


. as #0 11 A 
— = 


26 A SE EMoN at the Funeral 
which, in God's time, have vindicated the 
propriety, and goodneſs of ſome of his darkeſt 
diſpenſations. | | 5 


4 ; 14 85 : f . : „ 
Tuo' the fall of man was permitted; yet it 


was the effect of his ſinful choice, who was in the 
enjoyment of a natural freedom; and the method 
of recovery, as it is explain'd in the goſpel, ſa- 
tisfies the wiſe and ſerious, that the glory of 
God is infinitely more advanced in this, than 
it could have been in any other way; and a- 
wakens in them ſuch ſentiments of the divine 


| perfections, as already enoble their natures, and 


often raviſh their ſouls in ſuch a manner, as 
to give them ſtrong encouragement to hope 
for an advancement to a much higher, and 
more permanent ſtate of happineſs, than the 
original condition of human nature would ad- 
mit of. Nor could our firſt parents, or their 
poſterity, had they continued in their primitive 
rectitude, and happineſs, have ever had their 
hearts warm'd with redeeming love, or their 
lips employ'd, either in the ſongs: of - Moyes 
or te Taman: F501 or Bib 
TE E vengeance that ſwept away the old 


world, was a dreadful, but righteous teſtimony 


of God's - diſpleaſure againſt fin, and of his 


power to puniſh it; and at the ſame time, a 


moſt proper warning and example to all future 


generations. The preſervation of one family 
ſecured the execution of God's gracious pur- - 


poſes, and the truth of his promiſes; and gave 


an illuſtrious. inſtance of his power to ſave, as 
well as to deſtroy. 


Tre 


/ Mr. David RRE. 27 
Tux people of fuel, when arrived in the 
1 land of promiſe, could in ſome meaſute ſee 
the wiſdom, faithfulneſs, and goodneiſs of God, 
even in his ſevereſt diſpenſations towards their 
anceſtors, both in Egypt and the wilderneſs: and, 
by the help of the oper we are enabled to 


d vindicate theſe proceedings more fully, 


a- Tu E ſeeming inequality of providence in 
of = this life is indeed a great myſtery; it has often 
N tried the faith of the beſt of men, and when 


— they have attempted to account for it, their feet 
w ba ve well nigh ſlipp d; yet, they have been ſome- 
d times taught in the ſanctuary the reaſonable- 


as = neſs of this procedure, or however to wait for 
ee the day that ſhall declare 1t; and have been 
d able to conclude, that the loftieſt ſituation in 
IE _- this life is often the moſt dangerous, and that 
wicked men are frequently ſet in thoſe ſlippery 
ir places, that their fall may be the more remark- 


e able and deſtructive, that they may be brought 
Into deſolation, as in a moment, and be utterly 
conſumed with terrors d. While, 1n their own 
afflicted circumſtances, they have been caught, 
that the way of God is right; that the end he 
has in view is good, as well as juſt; that ſuitable 
ſapport is provided; and that, as diſpenſations, 
even of the moſt diſtreſſing kind; when com- 
pared with the bleffedneſs that (hall follow, are 
but iigbt and momentary; ſo they ſhall work for 
them 4 . more e, and ee 200 e 5 
i glory 8: Tr 2 - 
> ne” 2 Cops 
8 'Y 9 Plal. Ixxili. 17, 19, 19. 2 Cor. iv. 17. : 
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_ GovD's methods, tho' not fully underſtood, 
are in part cleared up here. Joſeph lived to ſee 
a good deal of the meaning of bis afflictions, 
and we can ſee much more. 
dark one indeed, for a ſeaſon ; but we have 
beard of the patience of Fob, and ſeen the end of 
the Lord f. Theſe excellent men, as well as 
Moſes, had corruptions which required mortifi- 
cation, and graces which wanted to be quick- 
ened: The ſchool of affliction was needful to 
themſelves, and they were to be eminent ex- 
amples to, others: Much good we know was 
hereby wrought. in this world, and we: ſhall 
kmow more of it hereafter ; as well as of that 
eternal reward which attends on thoſe, who by 
a patient continuance in well-doing, under ſuch 


circumſtances, ſeek for glory, and immorta- 


lity 8. | | 

_ Tx o' the myſteries of our redemption ap- 
pear very unaccountable to a carnal mind, and a 
crucified Saviour is a ſtumbling-block to the Fews, 
and to the Greeks foohſhneſs ; yet faith doth in 
ſome meaſure diſcover, in this aſtoniſhing con- 
trivance, both the w:/dom and the power of God h. 
The ſuggeſtions of /atan, and the cunning craft 


.of them who lie in wait to decerve, together with 


the remaining depravity of our own hearts, may 


throw difficulties in our way, and our faith 
may be oQn ſtagger d about theſe things: but 
ſill, with great thankfulneſs we muſt acknow- 


ledge, that divine revelation has furniſh'd us 


Sa with - 


F James v. 11, 3 Rom. ii. 7. h 1 Cor. i. 23, 24; 


Job's caſe was a 


— Mn. Tov. > AOS. co an Go.  ». ... 


of Mr. David REE. 29 
with rational, and convincing evidences of the 
propriety of the method of our ſalvation, both 
reſpecting the manfe/tation of the Son of God. 


in the fleſh, and the ſeveral offices he has 


ſuſtained in that character; together with the 


ſovereign way God has taken to ſpread his go- 
ſpel, and to bring his choſen people home to 


himſelf. And when our purſuits after a di- 
ſtin& ſatisfaction about the wiſdom, and equity 
of theſe ſublime matters are brought to a non- 
plus, is it not the moſt reaſonable thing in the 
world, for us, in this ſtate of weakneſs and trial, 
humbly to ſubmit our faith to a revelation, which 
brings with it the falleſt evidence of its divine 
authority ? We are every day confounded and 
deceived in the concluſions we draw from the 


* 


actions of our fellow-creatures, for want of a 


thorough knowledge of the ſprings from which 


they flow, and the ends they are deſigned to 


anſwer; and therefore, whatever obfcurity may 


attend our conceptions here, with reſpect to 
the wiſdom and equity of this great defign, we 


ougght to be thankful for what we have diſ- 
covered, and to truſt God for the clearer recon- 


ciliation of it to theſe principles, in that world, 
where” human underſtanding ſhall receive its 


full illumination, and where the true rules of 


wiſdom and righteouſneſs ſhall be perfectly 
diſplayed, e 7 | 

Bur, to conclude this point. A chriſtian can 
often, in this world, ſee much of the dignity 
and prudence of the Divine conduct, in diſap- 
pointing the moſt promiſing expeCtations of 3 
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beſt of men, when the honour of God has been 
injured, by the transferring their dependance 
from him to the creature. And they have 
been ſometimes fully convinced of the pro- 
priety of the procedure on this account, when 
ſome of the moſt eminent inſtruments of pub- 
lic good have been removed in the midit of 


their days, in the greateſt vigour of their abi- 
| lities, and when they have ſeemed to be moſt 


wanted. Nor are we without inſtances, where 


ſatisfy ing reaſons have been diſcovered; even in 


this imperfe&t ſtate of things, why the af- 
flicted ſoul of a poor believer, ſhould be conti- 


nued in a painful and a crazy tabernacle, for a 


great length of time, without any appearance 
of uſefulneſs, and this, after many panting 
wiſhes, and ardent groans to be gone. 

Bur notwithſtanding the reaſonableneſs 
of theſe; and other diſpenſations of providence, 
without number, be hidden from men; the 
humble believer will wait till the proper ſeaſon 
of its manifeſtation ſhall come. And tho 
carnal men ſtumble at theſe things, and fall; 
yet they would do well to conſider, that the 


lame vain, and abſolute dependance on their 


own weak, and ſhallow apprehenſions, and 


ſuch a raſh way of concluding about matters fo 


much above human reach, will lead them into 
the greateſt errors in their judgment and deter- 
mination, even about the operations of nature, 
and things that are the proper objects of ſenſe. 


But this leads me, | | 
| 5 III. In - 


=! — - 
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III. Ix the laſt place, to obſerve, that amidſt 
all the difficulties that attend us, and tho we 
often cannot account for God's dealings with 
ourſelves and others; yet a ſteady dependance 
on the everlaſting covenant, will always afford 


us a moſt reaſonable, and ſufficient ſupport. 


Tr 1s you ſee bore up the heart of David, 
under the moſt trying circumſtances of lite, 
and at the article of death. And methinks, it 
ſhould require no great labour to ſhew, the rea- 
ſonableneſs of a believer's reſting on ſuch a ſe- 


curity, and being fatisfied with ſuch a proviſion, 


at all events. The principal difficulty, indeed, 
is to make out our title to it. But if we can 
trace out the marks of a ſaving change in our 
hearts; if old things are paſſed away, and all 


things are become new i; if the bent of our diſ- 


ofitions has received the proper bias; if we 
have felt the humbling. power of evangelical re- 
ntance, and have renounced the hidden things 


pe: 
of diſhoneſty k; if the remainders of cor- 


ruption are the burden of our fouls, and ſpitit 


-» ual religion is our delight; if, having quitted 


all our dependance on our own righteouſneſs, 


in point of juſtification before God, we have 


been able to place our whole confidence in 


the atonement, righteouſneſs, and inter- 


ceſſion of the great Mediator; if, in one 
word more, we find, in the midſt of all our 
infirmities, that the work of ſanctification is 


Carried on in our hearts, and we can produce a 
ſimncere and uniform, tho' it be but an imper- 


fect 
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ſect obedience, as the fruit of love to. God, 


and the product of faith; if this be our happy 
caſe, why ſhould we not read our names written 
in the Lamb's book of hfe!? And why ſhould 
we not then, be ſatisfied with the infinite pro- 
viſions of this covenant; and, under the darkeſt 
providences, reſt on that ſecurity, which the 
great God has condeſcended to give to all per- 
ſons of this character, for the accompliſhment 
of what he has promis d. For, LETS 

1. LET us remember, that this is much more 
than could have been expected by worms and 
duſt, the creatures of God's power, and the 
clay which came but yeſterday out of the hands 
of the potter. A poſſibility of ſuch bleſſedneſs, 
as is convey'd by the covenant, from a Being of 
ſach infinite dignity and perfection, and poſ- 
ſeſs d of ſuch abſolute rights of ſovereignty, a 
probable intimation for hope to build upon, 
were favours we could certainly have no right 
to demand. Our firſt parents had indeed a 
covenant to truſt to; but that was broken on 
their part, and ours; and we find ourſelves 
involved in their rebellion, and with them 
righteouſly ſubjected to the curſe annexed to 


it: All our nature is corrupted with the fame 


ſeeds of ſin, and we have imitated their iniquity 


a thouſand, and a thouſand times over ; we have 
been obſtinate to reproof, have ſtifled the 
checks of conſcience, and grieved the ſpirit of 


Gd m. And to which mult be added, that we 
can 


I. Rey, xxi. 27. m Eph. iv. 30. 


n 8 
. 
ee SH 


, Mr. David REE. 33 
can have no ſort of merit to produce; no power 
to deliver ourſelves ; no man can by any means 
redeem his brother, or give to God a ranſom for. 
him" ; no angel has any righteouſneſs to ſpare, 
any atonement to offer, or is able to fave us 
out of the hands of almighty juſtice: for the 
redemption of the ſoul is precious, and it ceaſeth 
for ever 9. What infinite goodneſs then, is 
here! that the great God, whom we have thus. 
offended, ſhould, in theſe circumſtances, con- 
deſcend to give us, not only ſome faint proſpect 
of deliverance; but, ſuch a fure foundation of 
hope? And that tho' we ſtill daily continue to 
offend him, and, for the honour of his holineſs, as 
as well as for our own profit, we paſs under fre- 
quent correction; yet we ſhould have a covenant 
of everlaſting ſalvation to depend upon? But, 
8 2. LET us conſider the nature of the bleſſings 
which are ſecured by this covenant: and it in- 
cludes every thing that can make us truly, and 
eternally happy. 1 5 
Mx are not inſured indeed of the riches and 
honours of this world, of eſtabliſhed health 
of body, or a long continuance here. The co- 
venant no where engages for our freedom from 
the temptations of Satan, or the cruelties of un- 
= reaſonable.men; not from the returns of un- 
belief, the workings of fear, the withdrawing 
of the conſolations of the Spirit, and the light 
of God's countenance for a ſeaſon, nor from the 
darkneſs of heart that muſt follow. No, —ſo 
F : far 
n Plalm zlix. 7. + © verb. 
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far from this, that affliction and chaſtiſement 


are included in the covenant ?. But then, it aſ- 
ſures us alſo, of almighty aid to ſupport us under 


all, and of that over-ruling influence, that ſhall 


make all theſe things iſſue in our advantage. 


The people of God may read bitter things 


againſt their ſtate ; they may mourn and fear, 


and go mourning and fearing all their days; 
but ſtill they are the Lord's portion, and the lot 
of his inheritance *; and therefore they muſt be 
preſerved : every ſupply, that is proper to ſub- 


| ſerve the great deſign of their falvation, is pro- 


vided for them in the covenant, and they ſhall 


be kept by the power of God, thro faith unto ſal. 
vation r. The gates of hell may labour their de- 


ſtruction, and the powers of darkneſs may 


greatly diſtreſs them; but the tenor of the 


covenant forbids that they ſhould finally pre- 
vais. Their condition here is a State of war- 


fare, and they muſt fight, and may be ſorely 
wounded, but they will certainly come off more 


than conquerors * at laſt. Thro' much tribulation 
they muſt go on; but then it is 2770 the kingdom 
of God u. Tis thro” a dark valley they muſt 
paſs at laſt, even thro the ſhadow of death; 
but then it-is into the poſſeſſion of immortality, 
and eternal life. In a word, eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it enter'd into the 


heart of man to conceive, what God hath provided 
for his people w, in this covenant: durable 


riches, 
P Pſalm Ixxxix 42. Deut. xxxil-9; I Pet. i. $. 
Matt. xvi. 18. t Rom. viii. 37. u Acts xiv. 22. 


v x2 Cor. ii. 9. 
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N of Mr. David RRE. 35 
it nicbes, crowns and thrones, and rivers of pleaſure 
= 
* are theirs; but, let it be remember'd,that they are 


r all ſpiritual, as 'well as eternal. Again, 

1 3. Sxx the characters this covenant bears. 

1 | R IT is an everlaſting covenant, a covenant 
8 bol eternity x. An eternal God has given it this 
A title; it is his covenant; it was ſettled 
; in eternity; and it will continue for ever. The 
f earth (hall be removed away as a cottage y, and 
- be heavens be rolled together as a ſerall, while 


- their ſtarry ho/# ſhall fall down as the leaves of 
a be vine r; all the things of time ſhall come 
to an end, and time itſelf ſhall be no more a; 

but the covenant of my peace, faith the Lord, 

Pall never be removed; it is everlaſting, and 
| - muſt continue, as long as God is true, and Chriſt 

; is at his right hand. And then, 

2. Ir is oder d in all things. It is ſettled by 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, with regard to 

the parties contracting, the work of the Me- 

diator, his atonement, and the perſons who are 

- to receive the advantages of it; with reſpect to 
all things, all the meaſures which were to be ta- 

> Ken to procure, and to apply the bleſſings of it, 

on the one hand, and to receive them on the 
other. Every attending circumſtance is odd 
and ſettled, fo as to be ſecure, and bring about 
this grand defign, And what an aſtoniſhing 
work is here! All the operations of nature, the 
common actions of mankind, the devices of 


myriads of infernal ſpirits, and all the employ- 
F'2 ments 


* - Dp Ia. xxivr. 2% * Ch. xxxiv. 4. 
Ray. x. 6. = To 5 
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26 A SERMON at the Funeral 
ments of the hoſts of heaven, are it ſeems fo 
over-ruled, as to concur with the ſecret purpoſes 


of this covenant; which is alſo the conſtant 


concern of the great Mediator, and the cate of 
the Spirit of God. Whatever ſeeming irregu- 


larities may attend it in our apprehenſions,, it 
will appear in the end to be well ordered in all 
things: and he that numbers the hairs of our 


beads, and feeds the ravens whets they cry, will, 
undoubtedly, ſee that every minute circum- 


ſtance of this great ſcheme be duly, and regu- 


Ta, executed. 

Ir is ſare, rely kept and preſerved. The 
orizinal word is taken from one that ſifhifies 
care, ſollicitude, and diligence, that nothing be 


Toft, or fall to the ground b. The greater were 


the advantages promiſed in this covenant, the 
more unhappy would be the caſe of thofe who 
depend upon it, if they were inſecure: but 
we have every aflurance attending it, that may 
filence our fears in this reſpect. Tt has the ſo- 
lemn character of a covenant, to diſtinguiſh it 
from common tranſactions, and to fet forth its 


ſuperior excellency, and ſtability, to that of 
works ; it is called the nee, and the better d 


covenant, and the law of faith e. The parties 
contracting ſufficiently ſecure it; the Father 
with all his power, grace, and veracity on the 
one hand; and on the other, not a meer man, 
tho 

A I 0 quod (oſervante Mercero ad Thefaur. - 
Pagn.) curam, ſolicitudinem & diligentiam connotat, ne quid 


omittatur, elabatur aut excutiatur. © fer. . . 
Heb. viii. 8. Ver. 656. © Rom. iii. 27. XA 


* 3 


2 


"of Mr. David Rzzs. 37 
tho” perfect, ſuch an one did fall, and ruin us 
at firſt; not an angel, for they have alſo fallen; 
but the eternal Son of God; he is our head and 
repreſentative in this affair, the Mediator and 
ſurety of this covenant, It is confirmed by t200 
:mmutable things, in which it is impoſſible for 


4 God to lye, by the oath, as well as word of that 
God, who is often repreſented by the character 
of a God keeping covenantf; and as he could 


© fear by no greater, he has form by himſelf B. 


a Ives AUT 


His engagements have been frequently, and on 


= ſeveral occaſions, repeated; as, to our firſt parents, 


to Abraham, and the reſt of the patriarchs, to 
David, to the Church of old by the prophets; 
and ſtill, more fully under the goſpel, by Chriſt 
- himſelf, and his apoftles. The prieſthood, and 


f all the facrifical rites of the law were ta keep 
5 up the memorial of this covenant; and, what 1s 
O 2 


infinitely more conſequence, it is ſealed by 
the blood of Feſus, which is very properly 
called the blood of the everlaſting covenant : it is 
confirmed by his reſurrection, and aſcenſion; 


by all the evidence of divine revelation, of pro- 
phecy, and miracles; by the immortal ſeed of 
experimental religion, and the ſanctifying and 

uniform influences of the ſpirit of God, on the 
hearts and lives of believers, in every generation. 


In a word, this covenant has, in its ſeveral 
parts, been gradually, and punctually fulfilling, 
from the beginning of time; and what yet re- 
mains is therefore undoubtedly ure. Bred 
N | Tus 
Dan ix. E d Heh i. % 
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Tus you ſee what a ſafe foundation the be- 
liever has to depend upon. And what can he 


reaſonably deſire more? Faith indeed is neceſſary | 


for the application of all; but this alſo. is the 
gift of Gcd h; the promiſe of it 1s ſecured by this 
covenant ; and, where it has its proper in- 
fluence on our minds, it will produce the 
eſtabliſh'd reſt, and comfort which David en- 
joy d, tho bis houſe was not fo with God as he 
could have wiſhed, and tho he made it not fo 
grow. 


T E foundation of Ged fanaeth fare. having 


this impreſs upon it, and which can never be 


eraſed, the. Lord 8 them that are his i. 


So that under frowning providences, in dark and 


trembling frames, and even in dying moments, 
ſtill the everlaſting covenant ſtands faſt. Here 
the, believer's ſalvation is lodg'd and ſecured, 
and this is 2l/ his ſalvation : all he now enjoys 
of ſalvation flows from it, its abſolute and eter- 
nal completion is neceſſary to his perfect alva- 
tion, nor doth he want, or expect any other 
ſalvation, than what is contained in it. 


AND thus it is alſo all his deſire: he will - 


part with any thing, and every thing, rather 
than his intereſt in this covenant ; and he has 
every thing needful in it. He defires to ſee it 
more fully, and to reſt on it more firmly; his 
heart is ſet upon it, and it is the center of the 
hopes and wiſhes, and the confidence of his 
ſou]: : it ſapports him when every thing beſides 

fails, 


b Eph. ii. 8. I 45 Tim. ii. 19. 
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falls, and the full enjoyment of all that is con- 
tain'd in it, and ſecured by it, is the utmoſt 
4 ſtretch of his defire. 


Bur I ſhall draw to a cloſe, with ſome re- 


flections on the whole. And, 


1. How ſhould theſe e gie 


; the oppoſition, that 1s made by infidelity, to the 


= admirable ſcheme of our falvation ? 


WA if the ſovereign Governor of the 
world takes his providential way thro' clouds and 
darkneſs; if the meaſures of human wiſdom, and 


* carnal policy are nonplus'd, and confounded by 
the methods he uſes? Yet the true dignity and 
7 : wiſdom, the power and goodneſs of the whole, 


are ſo far from being properly impeached here- 
by, that the evidence of theſe principles, as the 
rules of the divine procedure, are, to an humble 
and diligent obſerver, more abundantly con- 


firm'd. And it is but reaſonable to expect, that 
thoſe who will venture to diſpute the propriety 
of God's way of ſalvation, as it ſtands revealed 
in the ſcriptures, will ſhew us the method that 


human wiſdom can contrive, which ſhall better 


advance the honour of the divine ep 


more happily promote the true welfare of 
bodies and ſouls of men, the univerſal ad vat 
tage of ſociety, and prove a fafer baſisfor the hope, 


and confidence of immortal ſouls to reſt upon. 
Let them ſhew us, I ſay, by what meaſures 
the eternal honour of the divine Being, and 
the riches of his grace can be more illuſtriouſſy 
difplay'd, and an Human mind can. be more 
NY 


40 A SERMON at the" Funeral 
ſuitably, and effectually comforted,” and ſup- 


ported under the diſtreſſes to Which ſin has 


ſubjected it, than by this everlaſting covenant,” 
2. WA x has been faid may, 1 — have 
a tendency to awaken poor careleſs ſinners into 
ſome ſenſe of their folly, and miſer y. 
Ix they will but give themſelves leave to re- 
fle& a little ſeriouſly, one wou'd think they 
ſhould. ſoon ſee, that whatever affluence of out- 
ward things they enjoy, or whatever of this 
kind they entertain their minds with, in uncer- 
tain futurity; as they are ſtrangers to true re- 
ligion, and to this covenant, they are ſtrangers 


to true happineſs, What this world can afford 


is far from being able to ſatisfy the expectations 
of immortal minds, or from being ſuited to give 
them a rational ſupport under the various diſtreſ- 
ſes to which human nature is ſubject; it has no 
connexion with everlaſting bl edneſs; and it 
is all held by a very uncertain tenure. Al out- 
Ward things, as not coming in the way of this 

covenant, will prove in the end curſes, inſtead 

of bleflings. And if men continue ſtran ers to 
this ſpring of all ſpiritual good, what will they 
do when they come to change worlds ? If there 
were any other way to heaven, ſuch an one as 
this would never have been appointed: and 15 
oath of God, the blood of his Son, and every 
other ſanction that keeps this way open, bas 
effectually ſhut up every other imaginable a- 


venue to it? Nothing ſhort of an intereſt in this 


covenant can ſurely be able to give a wiſe man 


true ſupport | in ſuch an hour; and this will ef- 
fectually 


1 ; 
WS: 


of Mr. David RR ES. Art 
fectually do it, at all events. Whatever con- 


4 tempt men may caſt on this bleſſed ſecurity 
now; yet they will find, when all other things 
= fall them, that David ated a prudent part, 


when he placed all his ſalvation, and fixed all 


huis fre here; and that nothing but an efer- 
=» pal covenant will do, when they come to _ 
E proach an eternal world. 


Wx may from hence ſee the great reaſons 


X ablenols, of a chriſtian's being reconciled to 


every temporary ſorrow. | 
Wu II x corruption remains, affliction: muſt, 


and ought to continue. Sin in God's children 


requires the correction of their Father; and 
the chaſtiſement they receive is, you ſee, an 


article of the covenant itſelf. God has no where 
| promiſed them an uninterrupted enjoyment” of 


outward things. This is nor their reſt, becauſe it 


is polluted i; it is a wilderneſs, not the land 


= where their inheritance lies. Whatever of this 


world's good may conduce to their everlaſting 


” advantage is ſecured, and that is enough. Their 


Lord and Head, the Author of this great ſal- 
vation, and the Mediator of this covenant,” du- 
ring his ſtay in this world, was a nan of or- 


doi, and acquainted withgrief; and paſsd thro! 
the ſame valley, which they muſt paſs thro',tothe 


throne, which was ſecured to him by the ſame 
covenant ; and it is eſtabliſh'd: for ever. They 


muſt aher wirb him, but then they ſtall reign 


with him alſo. Neither ſould they repine at 
b ede Ae 3 at the worſt, are 
8 8 2 i} vb 181 
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but light and for a moment, when compared with 


the bleſſedneſs which this covenant: ſecures; and 
when they conſider alſo that they are properly i in- 
tended, both to try their faith in this ſecurity, 
and to prepare their ſouls for this bleſſedneſs. 

Ax p of the truth of this obſervation we have 
an eminent inſtance, in the reverend perſon, 
whoſe deceaſe gave occaſion to this diſcourſe; 
and of whom, it will be now expected, that I 
ſhould give ſome ſhort account. 

MR. David Rees was born in V. * in the 


1683. As he had the. advantage = 
heir 


deſcending from parents remarkable for t 
piety, : and was conſequently trained up in the 


nurture and admonition of the' Lord; ſo his early 
converſion to God, the quickneſs of his capa- 


city, his induſtry, and deſire to be uſeful, en- 


gaged his friends to encourage him in the pur- 
ſuit of thoſe ſtudies, which are ſuited to the 
ſervice of the ſanctuary. And that they were 
not miſtaken in their views in this reſpect, his 
remarkable proficiency, not in literature only, 
but in attainments of an higher and nobles Rind, 


abundantly teſtified. 


Soo after he appeared in public, kis very 


promiſing abilities brought him up to this city, 


at the inſtances of ſome great and excellent 
men, with whom he afterwards maintained a 
very intimate, and happy friendihip. He had 
been but a little while in London, beſore he re- 
ceived the unanimous call of this church, and 
was ordained your paſtor. The public work 
of that * fell chiefly on my honoured Fa- 

ther, 


bY 
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' 1 * the late reverend Mr. FJobn Piggote. 
"Y I was preſent on that occaſion, and, tho' very 
4 young, I ſhall not eaſily forget the elend 
bot it, nor the univerſal ſatisfaction and joy which 
appear d in that numerous aſſembly. 

H x was furniſhed with ſuch talents, and he 
4 employ'd them in ſuch a manner, 509 5 | 
= divine bleſling, — greatly ſucceſsful td the 
1 increaſe and edification of 1 ny and, by 


: * | 

Hs principles, as to nas and chri- 
9 ſtian liberty were ſo well eſtabliſhed, that' he 
was unwavering in his contentment with all 
„the ſelf-denying circumſtances which attend up- 
on nonconformity, tho his abilities and intereſt 
VvVvould have recommended him to the eaſe and 
; fe of another ſituation. And notwithſtandin 
„his charity was very extenſive, yet ſuch was the 
ſteadineſs of his faith, with reſpect to the great 
, = doctrines of the goſpel, and the principles of 
9 the reformation; that, at a ſeaſon when the 


8 proper divinity of our Saviour, and other very 
important truths of the chr iltian religion were 
deſerted by ſome, and but very cooly defended 
by others, with whom he had maintained a 
long friendſhip, he honeſtly. and bravely - 
= ſtood his ground, and publickly, and with 
great ſtrength. of argument, defended theſe prin- 

Ae chooſing rather to take his ſhare of that 
contempt which has been ſo charitably poured 
out, of late years, on thoſe who have had re- 
ſolution n to adhere to the good old do- 
2 I; ctrines 
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ctrines of revelation, than to loſe the approba- 
tion ot his own conſcience, and the: glen: of 
Tus Lord and Maſter xk. 

His natural and acquired abilies — 5 ot 
Keil in divinity, the province to which he de- 
voted his life, together with his honeſt Zzeal 
for whatever appeared to him to be truth, and 
the ſolid and nervous manner in which he uſed 
to convey his ſentiments, are ſo evident in his 
writings, and have given him ſuch a reputation 
amongſt wiſe and impartial judges, as will ad- 
mit of no addition from any thing I can ſay. 

1. AM ſure I may fafely appeal; to you of chis 
£ -hurch,-as well as many more of this-neighbour- 
hood, as to the exemplary-manner of his be- 
er in bis ed e in = n, and 

in 


"53 What ee this n ni took for the eſtabliſ 
ment of his mind at that time, and what ju ment he formed of 
the opinions which were then advancing in the world, will beſt 
appear from his own words. Speaking of the oppoſition that 
was made to ſome very important truths, which are taught in 
the 4/embly's Catechiſm. — © Having indulged,” ſays he, © a 
calm reflection of mind, that I had earneſtly recommended 
and inculcated to others, for a term of years, moſt of theſe 
doctrines, it raiſed in me a juſt reſolution to reexamine them 3 
* and to try whether or no myſelf had been all this while mi- 
1. ſtaken, as well as unwatily had miſled others: And upon a moſt 
s impartial and ſerious. review, I ſtil] apprehend the ſenti- 
ments of the Weſtminſter Aſſembly to be the moſt conſonant 
to the holy ſeriptures, to experience, and the ſtricteſt obſer- 
vations I cculd make on the divine providence.” , 54 = 
And having occaſion a little after to mention the progreſs of 8 
the new ſcheme. Not that I think,” ſays he, © there is any thing 
« properly new in it; for it is. only a crude col ection of hea · ; 
« theniſh notions, framed into a ſyſtem of ſtupid and lifeleſs mo- 
« rality, and all this injuriouſly fathered on divine revelation, 
«but comes very far ſhort of the ſpirit, and vital power of.chri- 
«« ſtianity.” See his Int raduction fo. 4 Sree and ſober enquiry, into 
the truth of certain 8 contained inthe Gy s ſhorter 


eatechiſm.. rag. 15 K 
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„ i his Fienddips. And as the tender and ge- 
f nerous treatment he met with, and always ac- 
kknowledged, under his long and very grie vous 
it > weakneſs, from almoſt all ranks of people in 
- > theſe parts, reflects great honour on dbelr hu- 
J manity; ſo it is no ſlender evidence of his ex- 
d _ cellent qualifications, and the mtegrity* and, 
d prudence of his behaviour. ME. 
is Such was the continuance of that painful 7 
n >? diſeaſe, which at laſt wore out his ſtrong con- 

> ſtitution, and put an end to his valuable life, 

chat 1 think it confined him for near fixteen: 
is years, almoſt wholly to his houſe, and the 
- much greater part of that time to his bed. And, 
tho he had naturally ſome aſperity of temper, 


d and I have heard him fay, he had reaſon to be- 
n lieve, that hardly any man upon earth had gone 
thro more pain than himſelf; yet-T think few 
baue ever obſerved him to repine. His patience 
t indeed ſeemed to be almoſt inimitable ; and 
n his ſpirits were ſupported beyond any thing [ 
1 = ever ſaw. As long as he could er to this 
ſe plwkace, and be lifted into the pulpit, tho it was 
attended with great fatigue, and extream pain, 
ſt | he would yet, for the moſt part, preach. with 
l his uſual life and vigour. And when his ſtrength 


would no longer admit of a removal from his 
bed, his friends, that vifited him, know how 
his thoughts, and prayers were employed for the 
advantage of your ſouls ; how he laboured af- 
ter your former ſettlement, and how he rejoyced 
mit; and what a part he bore in your common 
forrom, at the oi of that e aul 2 
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ſing youth I, in whoſe ligbt you rejoyced but for 

a ve fy ſhort ſeaſon ; and with what chearful- 
e 


neſs he bleſſed God, and waited for his diſſo- 
lution, when, providence. had lately, in fo 
bountiful, and ſeaſonable a manner provided 
for your ſouls,» _ 

ABOUT a month. eu Wh cifdlution,” he 
* a moſt lively and joyful ſeaſon, in the com- 
fortable views of his intereſt. in Chriſt, and the 
glory to which he was going: and perhaps it 
was one of the moſt remarkable inſtances, of 
impatience which he diſcovered during his long 
affliction; that when, a little after theſe ſweet ma- 
nifeſtations of God's preſence were withdrawn 
from him, he expreſs d ſome ſtrong emotions 
of ſorrow and complaint, that he had not been 
wafted to the heavenly ſhore with that full and 
pleaſant gale. 

His long and very grievous 1 in 
the midſt of fo much capacity, and of ſo much 
defire of uſefulneſs, and in the midſt of your 
wants, is one of thoſe myſteries of providence, 


which is not eaſily unfolded. But however, 


thus much we know, that he was render'd 
hereby a moſt remarkable example of chriſtian 
RD and fortitude: and the continuation of 

life, tho under theſe circumſtances of infir- 
mity and ſorrow, was yet the happy means of 
maintaining the peace, and directing the con- 


duct of this community; if not of preſerving. it 


from diſſolution: And to this I muſt add, that 


it 
1 The Reverend Mr. PET TEL: . 
m In the Settlement of the ä Mr, Aaron Spurrier, as 
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it has made public trial of that chriſtian, and 
benevolent temper amongſt you, which is one 
of the beſt evidences of true religion; and fo, 
has been the happy means of exhibiting a moſt 
commendable, and uſeful example to the 

> churches of Chriſt, on your part; as afflited 
miniſters may find a moſt inſtructive one, on his, 
Tux uſe of his reaſon continued to the laſt; 
and when he perceived the near approaches of 
death, with great humility, love, and faithful- 
73 neſs, he reſigned up his dear charge to the 
2 watchful care of his colleague ; and that, with 
ga atenderneſs which was very moving: and then he 
appointed a diſcourſe to you, on this ſolemn oc- 
calion, from the experience of David, as con- 
| taining the confeſſion of his faith, and his dy- 
ing counſel; in this full ſatisfaction, that tho 
his houſe was not ſo as he could have wiſhed, 
tho his frength was weakened in the way, and 
tho' his afflictions had been moſt uncommon, 
tho' he could not do what he would for your 
fouls, and tho' all that he did was mixed with 
akneſs and imperfection, tho" his heart was 
not filled with that joy which he ſometimes ex- 
perienced, and tho he had ſome freſh ſtruggle 
with the adverſary, and his departure was ſome- 
| what beclouded; yet here he could ſtill reſt and 
be comforted, and venture into the eternal 
world on this hope and confidence, that God 
bad made 1 everlaſti couenant 18 him; 
that it was r in all things, and that it was 
8 fire. And with this hope, 28 a ſmiling coun- 
tenance, he enter'd into that reſt, where all 
bis _ — ſighs are over. Turks 
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